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People come to our area for the scenery.  After they’ve been 
here a little while, they discover the wildlife.  It seems fairly 
simple at first: a lot of people become birders, scatter bird feed-
ers of various sorts in their trees, waiting each spring for the 
return of the bluebirds. And turkeys—always the turkeys. Then 
come the squirrels and raccoons—hey, we like bird seed too!

And of course there are 
lots of deer—lots and 
lots of deer. The Sentinel 
once ran a seasonal col-
umn called “Gardening in 
a Deer Park.”  Soon we’ll 
have more because the 
fawns are due any min-
ute.  I have at least four 
does wandering around on 
my property.  They’re not 
together.  Each one is pre-
paring a nest somewhere 
here and grazing alone, all 
in preparation for giving 
birth. 

The does will leave their 
offspring in a safe place 
during the day when they 
graze, but inevitably some 
fawns will become adventurous and wander off.  Do not worry.  
Mama will find them. Last year I had a fawn on my front porch 
all day.  It was pretty obvious he had been left there by Mom 
and told to stay put—mostly he did.  Wandered up and the down 
the walk a bit.  A couple of weeks later, I had twins on the 
porch.  Deer are not dumb.  They know there is no longer a 
dog living here. And there are geraniums on the porch for an 
afternoon snack!

Beyond the deer—and never as obvious—there are the foxes 
and the coyotes and the bobcats . .  .   And then the BIG GUYS, 
bears and mountain lions.  When I meet friends from urban ar-

eas they always ask about bear and lion sightings: “Seen any 
bears lately?”  Almost always the first topic of conversation!

With the proliferation of trail cams in recent years, we’re see-
ing all sorts of wild things we might have missed ten years 
ago. Now I’ve seen them all with my very own eyes over the 
years—everything from raccoons swinging from the rafters to 

the mountain lion who peered in 
my bedroom window.  But these 
days—three mountain lions were 
captured one night on a trail cam 
owned by my neighbors—not far 
from my bedroom windows!  With-
out the camera, I would never have 
known.
 
Bears wandering around on porch-
es at night—mmm, now where did 
that feeder go?  Mountain lions 
strolling through our yards in pairs 
and trios...amazing.
 
However, the best pictures are 
taken in the daylight by some very 
talented and dedicated local pho-
tographers who often post their 
best shots on the Larkspur Wild-
life page on Facebook, created by 

Sarah Heckathorn. Sarah and Kathy Meyer are local, licensed 
wildlife rehabilitators, and the FB page lets us see the photo-
graphic progress of foxes, raccoons, and bunnies from lost and 
often sick babies to spry young things almost ready to go back 
to the wild. 

It has also become a gallery of our local wildlife (and some-
times some not so local!) with stills and videos revealing what 
we missed while we were working or sleeping. Would you be-
lieve a pelican swimming in the Gateway Pond in Perry Park?  
Check out the FB page. You’ll really like it. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/215889188778210/          
                             ~KDale

LARKSPUR WILDLIFE

https://www.facebook.com/groups/215889188778210/
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Just Sold!
4755 Delaware Drive
Perry Park, Larkspur
$650,000

Just Sold!

Sold In 1 Day!
1219 Fremont Drive
Sage Port, Larkspur
$675,000

Sold In 1 Day!

Just Listed!
8376 Sugarloaf Road

Perry Park East, Larkspur
$1,100,000

Just Listed!

Sold In 1 Day!
7737 Taylor Circle

Hidden Forest, Larkspur
$665,000

Sold In 1 Day!

Ben Wolfe
Managing Broker & Owner

Larkspur Resident & Larkspur Real Estate Expert

“I am a Larkspur resident and have been specializing in selling Larkspur real estate for the past 14 years. I am the managing 
broker and owner of Wolfe Realty Group, an independent residential real estate brokerage firm. By choosing to specialize in 
the Larkspur and Perry Park real estate market, I can provide you with the highest level of knowledge and insight when 
buying or selling your Larkspur or Perry Park home or land. If you have any questions about Colorado real estate, please 
contact Wolfe Realty Group Inc. at 303-681-3553 or go to www.DiscoverLarkspur.com”

www.DiscoverLarkspur.com

Office 303-681-3553
Cell 303-667-7995

Ben@DiscoverLarkspur.com

CLIENT
TESTIMONIALS

We highly recommend Ben 
Wolfe with Wolfe Realty Group 
to anyone who is considering 
selling or buying a home. Trust me; it 
will be the best choice you make!
My father in law was unable to care for 
his home and it was time to consider the 
possibility he might need to sell. After 
much consideration, my father-in-law 
agreed it was time and we began 

interviewing realtors. He wanted to find someone who cared about his home as much as he did and 
would have the compassion to understand how hard it would be to sell his home where he had lived for 
the past 30 years! After interviewing 3 different realtors, all of us agreed that Ben Wolfe with Wolfe 
Realty Group would be perfect because he showed true compassion and professionalism. Ben Wolfe 
did not disappoint! We have sold 2 other homes and neither of them went as smooth and professional 
as it went with Ben Wolfe! From the very beginning Ben Wolfe and his assistant was professional, 
prompt to respond to all of our questions, went to bat for my father in law making sure that he was 
well taken care of and was ready to handle anything that came their way. Through the entire 
process Wolfe Realty Group listened to our concerns, addressed them professionally and made us 
feel comfortable and at ease with the process of selling the family’s home.

Doug Seger and Family
Regarding the sale 7386 Poncho Circle, Larkspur, CO 80118

Consistent Winner Of 

For Outstanding
Customer Service!

http://www.discoverlarkspur.com
mailto://ben@discoverlarkspur.com
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ONE-DAY CAMP, AGES 4-
6: Cherokee Ranch and Castle, 
North Daniel’s Park Road, Mon-
day, June 4. Take a journey back 
in time to castles full of knights 
and damsels, kings and queens—
a world of enchantment... Spend 

the day at The Castle where chivalry comes to life through liter-
ature, imaginative play and mini adventures. What was it like to 
be a lord or a commoner? Play some games the children played. 
Perchance you will be King or Queen of the Bean!  $65. For 
additional information, 303-688-5555.
 
PERRY PARK BOOK CLUB will meet on Tuesday, June 
19, 10 a.m., at the home of Christa Shimonkevitz, 8475 Crow 
Court. The book for discussion is The Women in the Castle by 
Jessica Shattuck. Set at the end of World War II in a crumbling 
Bavarian castle that once played host to all of German high 
society, it is the story of three widows whose lives and fates 
become intertwined. The book for July is The Other Einstein, 
Marie Benedict’s fictional view of Albert Einstein’s first wife, 
a brilliant physicist in her own right, whose contribution to the 
special theory of relativity is hotly debated and may have been 
inspired by her own profound and very personal insight. Both 
books are in the library’s Book Club Express program so cop-
ies are available locally.  For additional information about the 
PPBook Club, check the website: http://applelane.com/Per-
ry_Park_Book_Club.html.

PLANNING TO VOTE IN THE JUNE 26 PRIMARY 
ELECTIONS IN COLORADO? Not too late to register—and 
this year even independents can vote in the primaries. For full 
information on how and when to register and other questions 
see https://www.douglas.co.us/elections/.
 
THE LARKSPUR FREE LIBRARY, AKA BOOK EX-
CHANGE, is open on Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and on 
Thursdays, 5 to 8 p.m. The Exchange is located at 9524 Spruce 
Mountain Road, in the old Town Hall Annex on the east side 
of the road. Plenty of parking in the back. The Book Exchange 
has over 7000 volumes of adult fiction (from lady’s romances 
to classic literature) and nonfiction (categories such as history, 
biography, travel, crafts, and many more), and 600 volumes 
for children, young readers, and young adults. And all for free. 
That’s right. An entire building of free books. No cards, no 
check out, no due dates, no overdue fines. Free. And no need 
to bring one to take as many as you can carry, because we have 
plenty. In addition, the Book Exchange has a collection of rare 
and valuable volumes offered for sale; the perfect splurge for 
a book lover. All proceeds to benefit and support the Book Ex-
change. Come and check out what everyone is talking about. 
For more information, contact Cindy at 303-681-3046 or Krys-
tine at 413-348-3579. [Editor’s note: The Book Exchange just 
got an infusion of about 1000 new books—all free!]
 
MONUMENT: CONCERTS IN THE PARK, Wednesday, 
June 6, 7-9 p.m. at Limbach Park. Bring your chairs and enjoy 
music, food and fun for the whole family! The annual Con-
certs in the Park are held in Monument at Limbach Park every 

Wednesday in June and July. A different band plays each week 
and there are food trucks if you’re hungry. Bring some cash to 
toss in the hats passed. This series depends on the generosity of 
those who attend and of local sponsors.

ART HOP IN DOWNTOWN MONUMENT: Thursday, June 
21, 5-8 p.m. On the 3rd Thursdays, May through September, 
galleries, restaurants and unique shops within the historic down-
town Monument stay open until 8 p.m. Enjoy special events 
such as book signings, demonstrations, art displays, live music 
and great food specials.

CRAFT PEOPLE AND ARTISTS: The Perry Park Metro 
Board is looking for exhibitors to participate in a 4th of July ex-
travagance in Perry Park. To join and glean more information, 
contact Bob Zelltner, bobcatcarving@gmail.com.

electric
Pete Dunbar 1341 Quartz Mountain Drive

Larkspur, Colorado 80118
303-681-3809

Cell 303-638-6762

JOIN THE BLANKET BRIGADE
Ginny Sanders...

Once again, the Blanket Brigade is able 
to meet at the Perry Park Country Club 
following their beautiful renovation.   We 
are very grateful to the country club for 
providing the space for our meetings in 
such a lovely environment. 

We give our quilts to any teacher or student in need in the 
Douglas County school system, the Douglas County Sheriff’s 
Department, Sweet Dream in a Bag, (which is an organization 
that gives bedding to homeless children who are transitioning to 
housing), hospitals, and the Castle Rock Hospice.  We welcome 
the opportunity to give a quilt to any individual that you know 
of who might need special comfort.  Consider joining our fun 
gathering!

We meet on the first and third Wednesday of each month at 
10 a.m. to tie our quilts.  You are welcome to join us to create 
quilts for anyone who is experiencing loss, trauma or illness.  
There is no charge to our recipients for their quilt, and we op-
erate on generous donations of fabric and batting.  If you are 
doing some spring cleaning and would like to donate, please 
contact Gwen Underwood at gwenspur@icloud.com (phone 
number, 303-681-2125) or Cindy Hotaling at cjaspsjr@yahoo.
com (303-681-0374).

mailto://bobcatcarving@gmail.com
http://applelane.com/Perry_Park_Book_Club.html
https://www.douglas.co.us/elections/
mailto://gwenspur@icloud.com
mailto://cjaspsjr@yahoo.com
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SUMMER = FARMERS MARKETS 
AND FRESH PRODUCE!

There are three good-
sized farmers’ markets 
within easy driving dis-
tance of Larkspur open 
every weekend, either 
Saturday or Sunday.  Try 
them all this summer!

Boulter’s 5280 Urban Market will be open in the newly devel-
oped Festival Park, on 2nd street in Castle Rock, every Sunday, 
11 a.m.-3 p.m., June through September.  Purchase local fresh 
produce, nuts, herbs, spices and honey.

The Monument Hill Farmers’ Market is open on Saturdays until 
October 13th, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Located at 66 Jefferson Street in 
downtown Monument, the market features about 55 vendors 
including Abdul’s Produce, C and R Farms, Royal Crest Dairy, 
Tamales, Mountain Man Honey, Pasta and Olive Oil, Tupper-
ware, Pampered Chef, Lemongrass, Juice Plus, antiques, Colo-
rado Cuddles (embroidery) Sewing Crafts, DWB Wild Bird-
houses, DoTerra and many more!

The Monument Market has a downhome feel.  The same ven-
dors come each year—and sometimes remember you.  Dogs 
and children are welcome.

The Parker Farmers’ Market is held every Sunday through the 
end of October on Mainstreet. The road is closed to through 
traffic from 7 a.m. – 2 p.m. This market attracts a large and 
noisy crowd with lots of options for supporting local growers 
and artisans. This market may not be the best place to bring 
your dog unless it is perfectly behaved and is used to large 
crowds of all ages.

Among the treasures you’ll find each week are: fresh fruit and 
vegetables, flowers and herbs, baked goods, dog treats, cosmet-
ics and crafts, as well as ready-made foods like breakfast bur-
ritos, quesadillas, and middle eastern food.

IN MEMORY: 
DENVER SCOTT 
DELLINGER
Born June 27, 1962. Transi-
tioned April 13, 2018.
 
Memorial Celebration: June 
9, 2018 – 11 a.m.-4 p.m. at 

5436 S. Laredo St. Centennial CO 80015

Denver contracted a rare brain infection which caused him to 
lose consciousness and battled for two weeks in intensive care 
prior to his peaceful transition.

He grew up in the Perry Park and Castle Rock, Colorado, area 

and attended Douglas County High School.
He worked as a hunting and fishing guide in addition to creating 
the Cedar Clean Company that restored cedar siding and decks 
which included painting. His customers loved him so much; he 
continued to meet their needs for over 30 years. They described 
him as a true “artist” in his trade and would have no other com-
pany do their work.

Denver was best known for his love of the outdoors, his dogs 
and fly-fishing. He was a true fly-fisher his whole life and had 
the rare insight to watch the weather change and “match the 
hatch” with his fly tying skills while all the time having his dogs 
by his side. His goal was to spend as much time as he could 
with his dogs in the outdoors where he found his faith in na-
ture. Denver was baptized in February 2013. He knew he would 
eventually join his dad, Bill, and his dogs (Tomah, Zeke, Dylan, 
Cutter and eventually C.J.) on the eternal river in heaven.

Denver was preceded in transition by his father, Bill Dellinger. 
Denver is survived by his wife Cathy, his son Ryan Smith 
(Shawnie), his sister Dede Shackell (Leonard), his brother Buck 
Dellinger (Connie), his mother Marty Dellinger, four nieces 
Jennifer, MRD, Amanda, Tara and his current best dog C.J.
He lives on for us through our memories, stories and in the 
outdoors he loved so much. We will all be camping on that river 
in the future.

Denver’s open house celebration of life will be held at the home 
of Buck and Connie Dellinger 5436 S. Laredo Street, Centen-
nial CO 80015, on June 9th from 11 a.m. to 4.p.m. There will be 
opportunities to share stories and memories at 1pm and 3pm.

Anyone who knew Denver also knew what a great emotional 
support his dogs were to him and to those he would bring his 
dogs to visit while in the hospital or nursing homes. All of his 
dogs had a special gift to connect with others on an emotional 
level, heart-to-heart.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to “Friends of Den-
ver” a fund raiser set up primarily for the care of his current 
dog C.J. (surgery recovery, vet care, daily living supplies) and 
also in support of golden retriever dog rescue and emotional 
support dogs.

Donation site:
https://www.youcaring.com/denverdellinger-1176529?utm_
campaign=buttonshare&utm_medium=url&utm_
source=copy&utm_content=cf_cp_01

New Mailing Address  Effective July 3,2018

Perry Park Sentinel
c/o Diane Jauch

12637 Washington Lane #F2
Englewood, Co 80112

https://www.youcaring.com/denverdellinger-1176529?utm_campaign=buttonshare@utm_medium=url@utm_source=copy&utm_content=cf_cp_01
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Interior and Exterior Painting & Staining  
Wood Deck Refinishing & Repair 

Power Washing of Barns, Commercial,  
Residential Buildings & Sidewalks  

Exterior &  
Interior  

Designing  

Drywall Texture & Wood Repairs  
45 Years Experience  

Bonded and Insured  

For a Free Estimate, call  
John Axiotis  

(303) 507-8121  

Many 
 Local 

References 

We Approve  
the colors  
through  
the HOA  

WALT’S WORDS
Walt Korinke...

Be Happy, it drives people crazy.

CASTLE ROCK –  The Old Stone 
Church Restaurant in downtown Castle 
Rock was sold early this 
year and is undergoing 
renovation to reopen as 
Scileppi’s at the Old 
Stone Restaurant, bring-
ing a new taste of Italian 

dining to Castle Rock.  The 
Scilippiu family has operated 
a highly rated Italian restau-
rant, Sliceworks in Denver, 
for over 20 years with quite a 
following of customers prais-
ing the quality of their food.  

The Castle Rock restaurant provides them the opportunity to 
move up from an upscale pizza parlor with New York style piz-
zas, to a full-fledged Italian restaurant with all your Italian din-
ner favorites as well as their famous pizza.  In respect to the 
former Old Stone Church customers, Scileppi’s will continue to 
honor Old Stone Gift Cards which is a great way to try out the 
new store.  They are not talking an opening date yet, but hope-
fully by late summer we can all go a little Italian.

Apartments continue to move 
further south in Castle Rock 
with the Forum Development 
Group’s proposal for an 155-
unit, age-targeted, multi-fam-
ily development to be built on 
the northwest corner of Plum 
Creek Boulevard and Crystal 
Valley Parkway.  Plans for the 
Heckendorf Ranch project call for a combination of rental 
apartments and townhomes along with the typical amenities 
– clubhouse, pool, spa, community garden and pet play area.  
The townhomes will include individual garages.

As the Home Depot and 
adjoining tenants con-
tinue to draw more and 
more traffic,  the town will 

again be reconstructing the Founder’s 
Parkway, Allen Way intersection in 
another effort to tame the high volume 
of road activity.  Three new turn lanes, 
another I-25 N on-ramp, and another 
through lane at Allen Way and Allen 
Street are in planning.  The budget 
is $760,000 with design and ROW 

Continued on page 6
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completion this year and actual construction next year. Nine 
other capital projects top their list of to-dos including summer 
construction of the $1.14 million Wolfensberger/Plum Creek 
Parkway roundabout, Ridge Road widening from two to four 
lanes at Fifth Street and Ridge Road (by King Soopers), other 
widenings and several new stop lights as the town continues to 
grow in size and population.

Permitting is under way for the 20-acre parcel located at the 
northeast corner of Founder’s Parkway and Highway 86 (top 
of the hill across from the King Sooper Center) for a 6 parcel 

development to be known 
as the Founder’s Mar-
ketplace. 
 
The most advanced proj-
ect for the corner par-
cel (lot 1) is for a 3,827 
square foot Public Ser-
vice Credit Union with 

four full-service interactive teller machines.  The adjacent 1.47 
acre parcel, lot 2, is planned to be a 5,440 square foot Liberty 
Express Car Wash with a 132 foot long wash tunnel and 27 
parking stalls for vacuum and wipe downs.  The northern-most 
parcel provides for an unnamed 3,000 square foot gas service 
station with six fuel islands.  The remaining parcels are for 
future development.

The Town Center area at the 
entrance to the Meadows will 
be getting another multi-fam-
ily project which will bring the 
Meadows to 59 percent residen-
tial-built-out status (just 4,356 
units to go).  The Springs at 

Castle Rock will consist of 
204 rental units, each with 
its own entrance and con-
sisting of studio, one, two 
and three bedroom units.  
Amenities will include a 
natural turf pet playground, 
pet and car wash, and a club-
house with pool and fire pit.  

The location is just southeast of the intersection of N. Meadows 
Drive and Elegant Street next to the new charter school which 
is under construction.

MONUMENT – Following a short battle with the planning 
commission, 
the developer 
came out on 
top and the Les 
Schwab Tire 
Center is now under construction between Qdoba and ENT, 
across the street from the Jackson Creek Shopping Center.  The 

1.43 acre parcel will have a 10,340 square foot building and a 
large tire storage area.  The business is limited to the sale and 
installation of tires, brakes and batteries with no oils or other 
hazardous fluid services.  With over 470 stores nationwide, an-
other Les Schwab is under construction at Castle Rock’s Prom-
enade across from the King Soopers.

PALMER LAKE -  Following the scare when Palmer Lake 
totally dried up in the 
summer of 2012, an 
organized effort to 
bring back and stabi-
lize the lake, improve 
the park and provide 
better overall access 

was formed.  In December 2014, Palmer Lake received ap-
proval of a GOCO $350,000 grant to support the effort.  The 
project named “Rockin’ the Rails” kicked off immediately with 
an extensive dirt work project designed to restore the lake back 
to its historical proportions, and bring the grounds into satisfac-
tory elevations for the planned rail crossing bridge and vari-
ous sports fields.  Water negotiations, which included a court 
battle with Monument, were finally worked out, and the lake 
was restored to its full size.  Annual water allotment to keep 
the lake functional provides for 67 acre-feet per year.  As is 
typical, working with the railroad for the bridge crossing was 
a real challenge, but the final plans were submitted this spring 
with the hope that bridge construction can commence by this 
June.  The bridge will consist of a flatbed railroad car raised 
25 feet above the tracks with a staircase for pedestrians and a 
ramp for bicycles, wheelchairs and strollers.  In addition,  mov-
ing the large dirt piles and preparing the grounds for the sports 
fields has begun. It will take time and a lot of effort, but the new 
Palmer Lake is progressing towards its completion.

COLORADO SPRINGS – The last three (of 10) stores are 
rented in NorthGate Plaza’s 
expansion in the area between 
Sprouts and Ace Hardware.  Lo-
cated at the southeast corner of 
NorthGate and Voyer Drives, 

just beyond the Bass Pro 
Complex, this convenience 
center has quickly leased its 
second phase over the last 
year with a mixture of retail, 
food, liquor, and hardware 
operations.  Recently opened 
is Take-A-Peak, a consign-
ment store with quality sec-
ond-hand furniture and ac-
cessories.  Adjoining to its 
right are two stores under-

 Following a short battle with the planning  Following a short battle with the planning 
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going tenant improvements with summer openings scheduled.   
First is CycleBar, which provides indoor  cycling classes with 
instructors and pumped up music to get your vibes going.  They 
began franchising in 2016 with over 200 franchises sold.  The 
luxury boutiques fitness franchise has 180 new openings sched-
uled for this year and Denver already has three of their facili-
ties in operation.  The adjoining space is also being fit-out as a 
Decadent, a coffee and desert bar.

With 23 locations in the Den-
ver area, the thirty-four year 
old Anthony’s Pizza chain 
is opening its first Colorado 
Springs franchise in the rap-
idly expanding food corridor 
at InterQuest Commons 
(southwest corner Interquest and Voyager 
Parkways).  The new 1,900 square foot res-
taurant will serve thin-crust, New York style 
pizza, along with pasta dishes, salads and appetizers.  The piz-
zas are hand-tossed and stone-fired, with all ingredients fresh 
daily and crafted to your specific taste.  Their original pizzeria 
is still in business in downtown Denver just off the 16th St. 
Mall.

It has been a long time com-
ing, but you will no longer 
have to drive 10 miles in ei-
ther direction from the Airport 
and Peterson Air Force Base 
in order to find food (except 
McDonald’s), service, and a 
hotel room with the ground-

breaking for the WestGate 70 
acre development at Powers 
and Airport Road.  The first 
phase includes a 96-room ex-
tended stay Candlewood Suites 
hotel, the Springs 6th Arby’s, 
and it’s 15th Kum and Go con-
venience and gas store.  A cof-

fee shop is planned, and an additional 23,000 square feet of re-
tail space is included.  Future plans for the site envision medical 
space, apartments and office space with a total 400,000 square 
foot build-out.  Road changes underway were a prerequisite to 
make the area function properly.  The development should re-
ceive strong support from the growing manufacturing, military 
and tech marketplace in the area.

The former 1,400 square foot Starbucks located at the north-
west corner of Academy and Austin 

Bluffs Parkway is being replaced with the City’s first Hungry 
Howie’s Pizza, the  country’s 11th largest pizza chain with 
over 550 locations.  With a Michigan start in the early 1970s, 
the franchise growth commenced in 1983.  What makes them 
different from Domino’s, Little Caesars, etc. are their flavored 
crusts.  If you are not in a pizza mood, they also offer subs, 
wings, salads, desserts and more.  They should be in operation 
by the end of this month.

DENVER – Dormant for the past four years, Tony Roma’s 
is opening one of it’s first 
two new restaurants in Den-
ver this year.  The other is 
in West Palm Beach, Fl.  
The world famous, 45-year 
old chain will open its res-
taurant in the heart of the 
Downtown Art District at 

1480 Arapahoe Street.  
Well known for their 
mouth-watering steaks, 
ribs and seafood, their 
new menu adds a novel 
approach where you can 
order “Bones & Bites,” 
a customized   variety of 
small plate favorites.  Their beverages include cocktails with a 
broad selection of domestic, international and local craft beers.  
Seating will be provided for 108 plus some outside seating.  
Stay alert for the opening and be one of 50 lucky winners of 
“free Ribs for a Year.”

If your tastes lean more towards jam-
balaya or maybe crawfish etouffee, 
you may want to visit Denver’s 2nd 
The Lost Cajun just opening next to 
the Walmart at the Southlands retail 
development off of Smoky Hill and E-

470.  The transplanted Louisiana family, Greg and Karin Jones, 
opened their first Lost Cajun in Littleton last year, and this little 
bit of Louisiana taste can be found in six more mountain loca-
tions from Pagosa Springs to Frisco.

fc

Feel and look your best with
help from Full Circle Larkspur

pilates • yoga • massage

www.fullcirclelarkspur.com

Happy Father’s Day!

http://www.fullcirclelarkspur.com
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PLEIN AIR PAINTERS TO 
RECORD OPEN LANDS

Douglas Land Conservancy is pleased to announce the 5th An-
nual “Capturing the Beauty of Open Land” Plein Air Painting 
gallery showing (free) which will take place on Saturday, June 
23, and Sunday, June 24, at the White Pavilion in downtown 
Castle Rock.

“Capturing the Beauty of Open Land” provides an opportunity 
for artists to paint on beautiful, private properties in southern 
Douglas County over the course of one week (June 19-June 22). 
This unique week of painting will culminate in a gallery exhibit 
featuring hundreds of works created throughout the week on 
display and available for purchase.

“We are delighted to bring back such a phenomenal event once 
again this summer,” says Patti Hostetler, Douglas Land Con-
servancy Executive Director. “We feel this has become one of 
Castle Rock’s anticipated summer events and we are thrilled 
to bring in new artists this year as well as some favorites from 
previous years.”

These stunning, conserved, private properties are rarely open 
for access to the public. In addition to providing a unique cul-
tural experience for Douglas County and the surrounding com-
munity, “Capturing the Beauty of Open Land” allows attend-
ees and loyal supporters to take home beautiful landscapes of 
several Douglas County conserved lands they cannot otherwise 
view on a regular basis.

“We created this event to celebrate the natural marrying of the 
beauty of the land with talented artists,” continues Hostetler. 
“They will end up producing hundreds of paintings over the 
course of the week and these gorgeous pieces truly serve as a 
reminder of why we live in Colorado.”

Developed in the mid-19th century, plein air painting is exe-
cuted outdoors and represents an artists’ direct response to the 
scene in front of him or her. This form of painting is charac-
terized by the luminous effects of natural light., with an airy 
natural tone versus the artificial light that can be associated with 
paintings produced in a studio. Literally meaning “open air”, 
plein air was developed among French impressionists including 

Monet, Pissarro, and Renoir.

“Capturing the Beauty of Open Land” serves as an annual fund-
raiser for Douglas Land Conservancy, a 501(c)3 nonprofit land 
trust. A portion of the proceeds from the art sales will support 
the continued efforts of Douglas Land Conservancy to protect 
open space.

A full list of participating artists and additional details will be 
announced at a later date. For more information visit: www.
douglaslandconservancy.org/events.

PET TALK WITH PILAR
Pilar Starman, DVM...

June is Adopt-A-Cat Month
If you have ever thought of adopting 
a cat, you should know that adding 
one of these most-of-the-time grace-
ful and always lovable creatures can be the most rewarding ex-
perience in your life. These miniature warriors can be anything 
from lap-loving friends to defenders of your home - usually 
both.  When choosing a cat it is important to consider their and 
your needs.

Ask yourself: 
• Do you have other pets?
• Do you have children?
• Do you travel a lot?
• Do you have allergies?
• Do you have the time and financial commitment to care for a 
pet for the next 15-20+ years?

If you have other pets, do they 
seem to get along with other 
animals?  If you haven’t tried 
your current pet with other 
pets, it is smart to introduce 
them before committing.  A 
stressed pet can have behav-
ioral issues you may not find 
favorable.  Many animals in 
the shelter have a history of 
why they were relinquished, 

that can help guide whether that pet may be suitable for your 
family.

Be realistic with your home schedule and what a pet needs.  If 
you travel a lot, are you willing to have a pet sitter?  Cats are 
great at being able to left alone for short periods, but more then 
a few days they will need to be tended to.  Even being gone for a 
few days may be upsetting for some highly-bonded social cats.  
If you travel a lot, perhaps 2 cats (that like each other) are more 
suitable so they have companionship.

If you have allergies, a short-haired lighter-colored cat may 

Continued on page 10
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cause less irritation.  There are also environmental steps you 
may take to decrease the irritation from their dander and fur.
There are many products that can help smooth the transition 
from shelter to home.  Do your research and ask your local vet 
at Larkspur Pet Hospital for advice.

Cats everywhere, but especially in our area, live longer, health-
ier lives if they are indoor cats (or highly supervised and re-
stricted outdoors).  There are many things that can be done to 
enrich the cat’s environment.

A slow transition for the pet into the routine and regulations of 
your home is a good idea.  Adopting a pet is a major, lifelong 
commitment.  Please give the pet time to adjust and do not get 
frustrated when their behavior is not perfect immediately.  Give 
the right care, cats are great family pets who give you love and 
comfort for many years.

PET TALK Continued from page 9

 

 

Come and support our local Larkspur Horseback 
Miracles Organization using equine-therapy to help 
at-risk youth, autistic children, and our veterans.  
This year we have the Boots and Bling fashion show 
featuring kids from our program accompanied by 
the 2018 Douglas County Rodeo Queen and her 
court! In addition, we have a silent auction featuring 
dozens of delightful treasures.  All proceeds benefit 
this wonderful 501 (3)(c) organization.   

Buy your tickets online and save! Tickets include 
entrance, horse-back rides for the kids, fun barn-
yard activities, and best of all a BBQ dinner with all 
the fixins’.  www.horsebackmiracles.org.    

See y’all at the Hoedown! Saturday, June 9th at 4:30 
at the Historic Perry Park Ranch 5655 W. Red Rock 
Dr. Larkspur, 80118.  Tel: 303-681-3115 

A PRESIDENT’S REPORT FROM 
THE METRO DISTRICT

Perry Park Board of Di-
rectors Meeting – May 10, 
2018

The Perry Park Metropoli-
tan District (PPMD) Board 
of Directors (BOD) convened for their May regular meeting at 
the Perry Park Country Club.  It was the first meeting this year 
at the Country Club, due to the renovation project that was un-
derway.  Kudos to the country club for a very nice project and 
allowing us to return for our meetings!

In attendance were Directors:
Randal Johnson; President
Craig Van Doorn; Assistant Vice-President
Vanessa Dao; Treasurer
Director Linda Black was not in attendance with an excused 
absence

The board had the pleasure of installing Mr. Sean King in the 
vacant position on the BOD.  Please welcome Sean to the BOD 
and cheers to Sean for stepping up to serve his community!  
Sean is a relatively new resident of Perry Park and brings a 
smile, great attitude, innovation and a much-needed tech back-
ground to the BOD.  Thank you, Sean for your interest and 
commitment.  Also, a strong thank you to Mr. Steve Snyder, 
who also applied for the vacant position, and we expect to see 
Steve involved in community activities as we move forward.  It 
is great to see residents step up to give of their time and talent 
to make this such a wonderful place to live.

All the BOD members present were administered the Oath of 
Office for their new terms.  Positions within the BOD will be 
discussed and formalized at the July meeting when we have 
full board participation.  Did you know that during our Oath 
of Office ceremony, we swear to uphold the Constitution of the 
United States?  Something not to be taken lightly in the times 
we are in.  Integrity, commitment and resolve to those ideals 
will keep our nation strong and our community a great place to 
live.  Let us all endeavor in such an honorable pursuit.

The Perry Park Independence Day celebration is well secured 
with the Denver Concert Band, the fireworks display and the ice 
cream vendor all under contract for this uplifting community 
event.  New activities will be added this year after the parade 
to add a new dimension of fun to the day.  Details to follow in 
June.  Many thanks to all on the PPMD Social Committee for 
the hard work they are putting in to make this all possible!  If 
we cannot hold the fireworks display on July 4th due to Douglas 
County imposing Stage 2 Fire Restrictions during that time (a 
possibility this year), the BOD is seeking input from the resi-
dents on a good alternate date to have the display.   Once in 
the past, we had to delay the fireworks display due to fire re-
strictions and the display was held on Veteran’s Day in order 

Continued on page 12
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1904 Senecio Drive                                    $975,000 
Sterling Pointe  

303-681-1000 
Dave Gardner 
REAL ESTATE BROKER  
Leader of The Results Team 

Helping People Buy and Sell Larkspur Homes for Over 26 Years! 
Why hire an agent when you can hire a TEAM? 

When you are ready for RESULTS, our team of  local experts is here to serve you! 

7,066 Total Sq. Ft, 4 Bed, 5 Bath, Main Floor Master Suite! 

Updated home backs to Open Space with view of 14th Green! 

715 Weston Road                                     $579,900 
Sage Port  

3,204 Finished Sq. Ft, 4 Bed, 4 Bath, Quiet cul-de-sac in the Forest! 

13500 Deer Ridge Way                            $664,900 
Woodmoor Mountain                                                   

3,656 Finished Sq. Ft, 3 Bed, 3 Bath, Stunning Custom Ranch! 

 

Looking for results when selling your home? 
Don’t just take my word for it, here’s what 
one of our clients had to say: 

“Dave Gardner and his team have helped us with 6 - 7 
real estate projects over the past 20 years. They truly are 
a "Results Team" and we recommend them highly...Our 
latest real  estate adventure included selling a large 
home on an acreage and purchasing a smaller home for 
downsizing and all of the "stuff" in the middle like radon 
pump, furnace cleaning, sep�c system inspec�on, etc. 
And, of course the closings for both homes. They took 
care of so many of the details so we could focus on the 
move.”   

       ~A. Schroeder 

Call us to learn more about  
what we do differently to get you  

the RESULTS  you are looking for! 
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to honor all those who have served our nation.  Your input to 
info@perrypark.org would be appreciated.

Both the Social Committee and the Parks and Open Space 
Committee met recently and are flush with enthusiasm and 
great ideas.  The Social committee has completed a community 
survey to get feedback from our community at large.  Results 
will be posted on the PPMD website and on social media.  The 
Parks and Open Space Committee is also contemplating a sur-
vey for community input and is distributing tasks among mem-
bers to define potential projects.  You are most welcome to join 
either of these two committees, the Firewise Committee, or to 
help form up the Public Safety and Preparedness Committee.  
Please become involved in your community!  Our lives in Perry 
Park will be what we desire only if we make it happen – it is 
up to you to participate.  The BOD extends our sincere thanks 
to all that do!

Douglas County is moving forward with the Perry Park Road 
turn lanes onto Red Rock Drive project.

Tentative schedule is for starting the project this July.  Also, 
Douglas County will be doing an asphalt overlay to all paved 
streets within Perry Park this summer, also tentatively sched-
uled in July.   

Please plan to attend our (your) BOD meetings to see firsthand 
how they work and to participate in your community.

Submitted by:
Randy Johnson
President

PP METRO Continued from page 10

MAY NEWS FROM 
THE WATER DISTRICT
Jim Matchett...

The May, 2018, regular meeting of the 
Perry Park Water & Sanitation District 
was called to order at 4:30 p.m. on the 
16th with three directors present. The 
first order of business was the taking of 
an Oath of Office by Director Andy Mor-
ris who ran unopposed for reelection. James Maras who also ran 
unopposed had previously taken his Oath of Office and had re-
ceived an excused absence from the meeting. Next, as there was 
still an unfilled opening on the board, the three directors present 
appointed Gary Peterson to the board, and he proceeded to take 
his Oath of Office. Board positions were then determined with 
Gary Peterson being named as Board President, Jim Matchett 
as Vice President, Judy LaCrosse as Secretary, and Andy Mor-
ris as Treasurer.

The minutes of the April 18th regular meeting were then unani-
mously approved. Disbursements totaling $138,420.19 were 
also unanimously approved. A discussion on HDPE pipe for 

use in water service lines as an alternative to K-copper was on 
the agenda but is now rescheduled for the next regular monthly 
meeting on June 20. A Water and Sewer Service Feasibility 
Study for ten lots on Bannock Drive had been completed and 
was reviewed and accepted by the board. Next, a draft of the 
Gravel Pit Lease agreement with the Perry Park Metro Board 
had been prepared for review by the board. After review and 
discussion, District Manager Diana Miller was requested to for-
ward it to the Metro Board for comment.

The District Systems Report for April submitted by Semocor 
was reviewed and discussed. Operations were normal. The 
Monthly Staff Report submitted by the district manager was 
also reviewed and discussed. It was noted that 12 permits have 
been issued thus far this year. The meeting was then adjourned 
at 5:33 p.m. As always, additional information may be found on 
the istrict website, www.ppwsd.org.

FOURTH OF JULY ACTIVITIES 
FOR ALL AGES

New for Fourth of July 2018, we’ll 
have some fun old-fashioned lawn 
games held in the Big D for adults 
and kids!   Stick around immediate-
ly after the parade and sign up the 
kids for sack races, a water balloon 
toss, hula hoop contest and three-legged races.  All ages can 
participate, and we will have ribbons for first, second, and third 
place in several age groups.  Also the little ones can go fishing 
behind the sheet for prizes. 

Also new this year, the entire family can spend time together 
playing volleyball, badminton, croquet and bocce ball, bean 
bag toss, kick ball, water balloons throwing.  While we won’t 
keep score for these, feel free to show up with your competitive 
spirit! Challenge your neighbors to a game.

Anyone willing to spend an hour or two volunteering to 
help run the games, help set up the concert, help with traf-
fic during the parade and before and after the fireworks, 
please contact Debbie Vincent-stessmers@gmail.com, 
Kat King-kat@kingproduction.com, or Craig Van Doorn-
assistantvp@perrypark.org to help out.

10:30 a.m.        Set up of the parade-east side of the Big D
11 a.m.             Parade
11:30 a.m.        End of Parade-west end of the Big D-ice cream  
            and water available
11:45 a.m.        Begin lawn games and competitions-these run             
            until whenever
6 p.m.               Country club activities and hot dogs
6:30-7 p.m.       Concert
9 p.m. or dusk   Fireworks

Entry and exit along Red Rocks will be closed during the pa-

Continued on page 13
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rade activities so people need to plan accordingly.

[Editor’s note: Although the 4th activities are planned by 
the Perry Park Metro Board, they are open to the entire 
Larkspur community.  Come one, come all.  Join the pa-
rade!] 

Have you ever wondered who your 
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Call today to schedule a free, no obligation consultation.

TRUST
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�����������
����������
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Gregory S. Jackson, MS, CMFC  |  C 303-918-9271
Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice offered through Western Wealth Management, a 

registered investment advisor. Jackson Financial Management and Western Wealth Management are separate entities from LPL Financial.

Jackson Financial Management
“Stewardship not Salesmanship”

990 Glade Gulch Road  |  Castle Rock, CO 80104  |  P 303-663-2150
gregory.jackson@lpl.com  |  F 303-663-2159

4th OF JULY Continued from page 12

NEWS FROM THE LARKSPUR 
FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
Mike Grill, 
Board of Directors for the 
LFPD...

LFPD Mission Statement: Dedicated 
to our community through quality ser-
vices, compassion, and excellence.

Larkspur Fire Board of Election Re-
sults
On May 8, Robert Danti, Dave Vance and Cindy Applegate were 
chosen to represent our community as members of the Board of 
Directors for the Larkspur Fire Protection District.  Congratula-
tions to each.

Thank you to Karl Kennedy, Steven Snyder, Rodger Greer and 

Matt Behrens for answering the call to serve on the board. We 
hope each of you – as well as all members of our community 
– will attend our monthly meetings, offering insights on how 
the LFPD board can best serve our community.

Finally, thank you to Bruce Roman, who is leaving the Board 
of Directors after 20 years of service to our community as both 
a board member and a first responder.

Continued on page 15

mailto://gregory.jackson@lpl.com
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Local, hometown computer support for your home or 
office. Larkspur resident with 35 years of computer and 

customer support experience. Fair and honest service.

Computer SupportComputer SupportComputer Support
When you need it. Where you need it.

HARDWARE SUPPORT: System troubleshooting & repair, Upgrade 
analysis & recommendations, Laptop, LCD Monitor & Electronic 
repairs, Network hardware installation & configuration.
SOFTWARE SUPPORT: ALL versions of MS Windows desktops, 
 RedHat Linux operating systems. Virus, Malware & Spyware
removal, User Data Recovery and transfer , System Administration 
training, Assistance with application software problems. 
 

FREE TELEPHONE CONSULTATION!
303.681.9432

Black Bear DigitalBlack Bear Digital

������������������������

Member Profile

NAME: FF/Paramedic Joe Sanders
RANK AND TIME SERVED WITH LFPD: Five years with 
LFPD.  My first nine months were as a volunteer. Nine months 
later I was offered a part-time position (three years). I’ve been 
full time for a year.
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: I was in the Navy for four years 
and weapons instructor for the Seabees.  I was in the criminal 
justice field for 10 years.
ORIGINALLY FROM: Spokane, Washington
FAMILY: I’m divorced and a single parent. I have one son who 
is 2 1⁄2 -years old.
HOBBIES: Mountain biking, lifting weights, running
WHAT I LIKE MOST ABOUT SERVING WITH LFPD: My 
co-workers keep me here. I am loyal to my fellow firefighters.
WHAT SHOULD OUR COMMUNITY KNOW ABOUT 
LFPD: LFPD has advanced life support capability, meaning we 
provide a paramedic service to our community.

Calls for Service Summary

LFPD Call Statistics - January 1 thru April 30, 2018

Fires        9
  EMS        28
  Alarm Activations       5
  Other        30
  TOTAL        72

On behalf of the entire Larkspur Fire Protection District fam-
ily, we thank you for your continued support – and please stay 
safe!

LFPD Continued from page 13
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  Alarm Activations       5
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THE WRITER’S CORNER

REMEMBERING MARGE
Ann Chellman...

Did you know that years ago the 
ladies who created the smocking 
and fluffy puffs of velvet or satin 
that lined coffins were known as “interior decorators”? My sis-
ter-in-law Marge told me that, and then she let out her signature 
snort, half cackle and half cough. “Interior decorators!  Imag-
ine!” she chortled.

The sad day arrived when Marge was laid in her casket, sur-
rounded by fluffy puffs and ruffles. That was on the first night 
I visited to pay my respects. On the second night, the “inte-
rior decoration” was papered over with a colorful collection of 
good-bye drawings, laboriously crayoned by her beloved great-
grandchildren. She would have loved it!

As I looked down at her beautiful face, tears rushed to my eyes. 
Suddenly I realized that an unexpected smile was lurking at the 
corner of my lips.  I was remembering her ninetieth birthday. 
My husband had called her, but she didn’t pick up. Being the 
charming younger brother that he was, he left this message on 
her answer machine: “Happy birthday, you old bat.”

Before hanging up, he sang the birthday song, a little off-key, 
but heartfelt.

It was several days before she called back. When she did, she 

Continued on page 17
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JESSICA SHADA 
970.631.3776 
Jessica@ShadaRealty.com 
www.ShadaRealty.com 

5580 Osage Pl 
Larkspur, CO 

 
Year Built:  1995 

Acres: 1.21 

Sq. Feet:   4,628 

Bedrooms:  5 

Bathrooms:  6 

Garage:  5-car 

Fireplace: 3 

+ Indoor Pool 

+ Heated Driveway 

+ Mountain Views 

This beautiful estate-like feeling property sits on over an acre of land, 
nestled in gorgeous ponderosa pines and overlooking stunning views of 
red rock formations.  

As you pull up a heated driveway, you’ll face a private guest house with 
a 3-car heated garage. Use this bonus space as a mother-in-law suite, 
office or much more. It includes a full kitchen, living room, bedroom, 
and spacious bathroom, plus a hidden hot tub and deck to enjoy the 
quiet forest and abundant wildlife.  

As you turn your attention to the main house, you’ll enter grand double 
doors into a beautiful custom home. Stepping into an exquisite great 
room with wood floors and vaulted ceilings, your eyes are drawn to the 
overlook as you imagine fabulous sunsets and entertaining guests in 
this expansive space. The heated floors warm your feet as you walk into 
the open gourmet kitchen with large granite bar and a plethora of 
storage space. Beyond is the heated active-current indoor pool. Decks 
surround the expansive first floor allowing for an indoor/outdoor living 
experience including a second hot tub. 

The finished walkout-basement features two bedrooms, a large 
bathroom and living space with full wet bar. Ascending to the top floor, 
you’ll find a third bedroom with private bath and balcony. Across the 
landing is the spacious master bedroom complete with fireplace, 
balcony, Jacuzzi tub, shower and walk-in closet. This retreat will sell fast. 

Call or e-mail for more information, photos, 
and to set up a showing! 

mailto://jessica@shadarealty.com
http://www.shadarealty.com
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Home Auto Farm Equine Commercial Workers Comp

Kathy Lobato Insurance Agency

1 Oakwood Park Professional Center  ~ Suite 201
Castle Rock, CO

“As a longtime resident of Perry Park, I understand your insurance needs.”

kathy.lobato@gmail.com
Affiliated With

720-496-1679

fired right off. “Who are you calling an old bat?  You’re such a 
geezer you didn’t even get my birth date right!  I was born on 
the 26th not on the 27th.”
“Well, it took you long enough to call back and tell me that,” 
he shot back at her.

“Oh that’s right,” she admitted, “I tried to call you several 
times, and then I realized I was punching out your number on 
my TV remote.”

Marge and Jack had been married for a long, long time. In their 
advancing age, she remained strong and sharp as a tack while 
Jack suffered a long, slow decline both mentally and physically.   
Sadly, one day he fell, taking her with him and causing her to 
suffer a broken hip. They had to part ways after all those years, 
he to a nursing home, she to a hospital. She struggled might-
ily to recover so that she could visit him as often as possible. 
She persevered, (she always did), and she finally recovered and 
could again be with him occasionally.

One day she decided he needed a little change of scene, so she 
decided to take him on an outing to the supermarket. She thought 
she’d settle him in one of those motorized shopping carts and 
show him how to operate it. He had other ideas.   Shazam!! He 
whizzed away faster than her healing hip and arthritic knees 

could catch him.

“I’m not such a high-stepper any more,” she sighed.

“Oh my gosh, Marge,” I exclaimed when she told me about it, 
“You must have been terrified that you’d lose him!

“Oh no,” she airily replied. “He was easy to track by the sounds 
of various displays crashing to the floor as he passed.”

Lord love a duck!! That girl was hilarious!

And now that delightful lady has stepped across the great di-
vide, taking her own special brand of love and laughter with her 
and leaving me a heart full of tender memories.

[Editor’s note: Welcome to the Writer’s Corner. All submis-
sion welcome—as long as they’re not TOO long! Poems, es-
says, rants . . . Just do it.]

WRITER’S CORNER Continued from page 15

New Mailing Address  Effective July 3,2018
Perry Park Sentinel

c/o Diane Jauch
12637 Washington Lane #F2

Englewood, Co 80112

mailto://kathy.lobato@gmail.com
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BEAR WISE

Greetings, black bear enthusiasts. And for all you 
not so enthusiastic about this 
whole bears-living-in-your-
yard thing... just remember, 
we were here first.

June is Colorado’s “Leave 
your full garbage containers 
out all night month.” Not re-
ally, but a bear can dream, 
can’t he? Actually, recent 
evidence (garbage strewn 
on lawns and streets in area 
neighborhoods) seems to 
confirm that some of you do 
believe in leaving your gar-
bage cans out all night. This 

is a big no-no in bear-burgs like ours. Even though I appreciate 
the gesture, feeding us bears (intentionally and unintendedly) is 
a recipe for trouble. Please follow bear season (April -Novem-
ber) garbage container rules: Put garbage cans out no more than 
2 hours before expected pickup (by the trash truck- not us.) 
Also, if you haven’t done so yet, please consider purchasing 
a “bear proof” garbage container. This will turn your garbage 
can into a garbage “can’t” as in – we can’t access your rubbish 
as an easy meal. Yes, there is an added cost for the purchase, 
but amortized over your lifetime, it’s just pennies a day!  You’ll 
feel good about doing your part to help keep us healthier and 
everyone safer from mishaps. In return we bear will excite you 
with our chance sightings and if you are lucky enough, a swim 
in your pond, pool, or hot tub.          

Bear News
A five-year-old Grand Junction, Colorado, girl attacked by a 
black bear outside her home over the weekend of May 12th is 
expected to make a full recovery, officials said. Not so for the 
bear that attacked her who was killed by the Department of 
Wildlife shortly after the assault. 

It seems the five-year-old kiddo left the safety of her den 
(home) at 2:30 a.m. to investigate noises in her back yard. Af-
ter this very young tike wandered outside unsupervised (never 
a good thing), she encountered the bear (bears are often active 
at night). The bear was most likely surprised and chose to at-
tack rather than retreat. It wasn’t until the mother went outside 
after hearing her daughter’s cries and screamed at the bear that 
it ran away.     

The wilderness boundaries that once separated us bears from 
you humans are shrinking each year as suburban sprawl con-
tinues to encroach on our once uninhabited forests. As bear/
human encounters become more common, we all need to take 
additional steps to ensure our safety.  Always use extra cau-
tion when outdoors, especially after dark. The best rule – make 
yourself known by making noise.  Surprise is never a good 
thing unless it’s your birthday party.

When is a Dog a Bear?
It was recently reported that a family in China had to give up 
the “puppy” they adopted two years ago when it turned out to 
be an Asiatic black bear. Apparently the family bought what 
they thought was a Tibetan mastiff puppy and were quickly sur-
prised at how much the apparent canine ate -- a box of fruit and 
two buckets of noodles per day. You go, dude!
The family became suspicious when their “pet” didn’t stop 
growing and they realized it might not be a dog at all when the 
250-pound animal started walking on its hind legs - a dead give-
away unless you’re a circus dog. The family contacted a local 
wildlife rescue center, which confirmed their suspicions that the 
“dog” was a bear. The bear whom I named “ Brilliant” is now 
in the care of the area wildlife center. We bears have poor eye 
sight, so you’ll have to tell me, do you see a resemblance?

Send your bear stories, questions and pictures to me at: 
wisebeary@gmail.com 

Until next time, if your dog eats like a bear, walks on his hind 
legs and climbs trees, it might be time for a second opinion. 

Your friend in the forest,
Beary 

mailto://wisebeary@gmail.com
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A WALK ON THE WILD SIDE...
Susan Peters...

Stop!  Smell the Roses and LIS-
TEN!  An Alternative to Medita-
tion   Short Takes

Looking for a Great Symphony?
Just sit outside on a warm day and 
or, better yet, quietly do some weeding - shhhhhhh, listen.  The 

wild birds are at their peak in terms 
of gorgeous melodies and vibrant 
colors.  The Western tanagers, the 
black-headed grosbeaks, and the 
robins have very similar songs, so 
it takes a practiced ear to make out 
the subtle differences.  The Ru-
fous-sided towhees chime in with 

their “drink my teaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee” call.  This year the sel-
dom seen green-sided towhee joined the symphony, not bother-
ing with the “drink my.”  He is just a “teaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee” 
guy.  But the one with the most beautiful song of all is the wren.  
Check out Youtube.com to hear what their song sounds like or 
just to get a fix on a dreary day.

The buzzing bees and whirring sounds of grasshoppers add the 
background sounds to the symphony.

Speaking of wrens, their unkempt nests of sticks resemble a 
beaver lodge.  They are the only bird that can tolerate a swing-
ing bird house.  I would not be surprised to find their nests in 
cavities of some of those Elitch Gardens wild rides.   

Recently while gardening, a friendly black-capped Chickadee 
landed on my knee, as if offering its help.  They can be trained 
to be hand-fed.

Our backyard blue spruce tree, which we raised from a twig, is 
now 18 feet high and houses not one pair of nesting chickadees, 
but THREE pairs.  The fat Alberta spruce even provides a spot 
for the house finches to raise their young.  My only fear is our 
birder pooch Ollie, may take out a few of the fledglings.  Also, 
the Alberta spruce resides by the side of the koi pond...no, these 
birds are not big on the breast stroke.

Summer time birdy check-in is now complete except for the 
raucous Rufous hummingbirds that arrive in July.  And possi-
bly we might see the high-flying night hawks on a hot summer 
evening, scooping up the insects.   

The brown-headed cowbirds in these parts certainly had a suc-
cessful past year thanks to the rearing skills of other bird spe-
cies.  The cowbirds are the only brood parasites in North Amer-
ica and have no problem laying their eggs in every nest except 
their own, because they don’t build nests. And the babes are 
egg machines, producing as many as three dozen eggs in a sea-
son.  Often there is a price to pay for the host bird’s young-uns.  
Since their incubation period is shorter than other birds, they 
get the attention and the food from the host parents.  Sometimes 
the host mama sees the egg(s) as not being her own. If she is 
big enough, she can push it out of the nest or build another nest 

on top of it.  But usually she just counts it as one of her brood.  
And cowbirds have been known to live to be 16 years old! That 
is as old as Methuselah in bird years.

Meditation in the Park
Are you looking for a pleasant 
way to spend a day in nature 
at a beautiful venue?  Pack a 
picnic lunch and head out to 
the Hudson Gardens in Lit-
tleton off Santa Fe Drive.  A 
week day is best to avoid the 
masses or maybe even a wedding at Monet’s Place. The ponds 
and streams accommodate various waterfowl.  

Meander through the song bird garden for still more symphonic 
experiences.  Check out the houses for honey bees, mason bees, 
butterflies, and bats.  Talk to a volunteer while they tend the 
water lilies.  See how the pumpkin patch is doing.  Go on a day 
when the garden railroad is running for more entertainment. 
Just sitting on a bench under trees and next to water in an out-
of-the-way place will lower your blood pressure as you inhale 
the smells of the flowers, admire the statuary, and observe the 
birds and butterflies. If you don’t mind sharing your picnic and 
the gardens with hundreds of unknown people, pop for tickets 
for one of the performances of their summer concert series. In 
the summer a snack shop is open where you can purchase sand-
wiches and drinks.

If you don’t mind a longer trip, the Westminster Water Park 
grows plants that attract butterflies such as the Monarch.  They 
have Audubon-certified gardens and provide excellent ideas for 
your own nature-friendly garden. The Grow section of the Den-
ver Post for Friday, May 18th, had a detailed write-up.

Short Takes
So far, we have been fortunate not to have a destructive bruin 
invade our space, but we are still being vigilant in bringing in 
our many bird feeders at night.  But even the corn cob squirrel 
feeder chair – a great success to the squirrels - has not caught 
their attention.

The Painted Lady and Tiger Swallow Tail butterflies grace the 
flowering gardens in our yard as they gracefully flit about.  We 
have to be on the lookout for the large Sphinx moths that lay 
those voracious tomato hornworms that decimate our peppers 
and tomato plants.

Now the season has progressed enough to see some spazzy-
looking space cadets, I mean fledglings, come to the feeders, 
usually with mom or dad to pop some seed down their throats.  
That requires some rapid wing fluttering, bouncing up and 
down, while gaping their mouths open and peeping like crazy.

That’s all, folks,for this month.  Gotta run – the yellow jacket 
wasps are as plentiful as the cowbirds this year, so it’s time to 
put out some bait traps for the little darlings.

How to contact me:  Email is best at susan@larskpurconsulting.
com.  Alternatively, call my cell phone at 303-725-6868 or send 
a short write-up to 2255 Quartz Mountain Drive.  Photos by 
Susan Peters.

mailto://susan@larkspurconsulting.com


LAST CHANCE 

RETREAT IN PERRY PARK

 - LUXURY LIVING  
 - LOW MAINTENANCE  
 - BREATHTAKING VIEWS 

   Sales Office: 720-863-8854 

www.RetreatInPerryPark.com 

8 LEFT! 

Visit our model home at 4484 Echo Cliff Lane, Larkspur

3-6 Bedrooms / 3-4 Baths / 2,400 - 3,800 square feet 
 From the $600's
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An experienced and trustworthy 12 year old looking for hire to pet sit in the Perry Park area.  
I am qualified for all your pet sitting needs. To contact Kylie email kateandkylie910@gmail.
com or call 720-412-1567.

I am available for babysitting! I am twelve years old (almost 13), CPR/AED First Aid  certified 
.I enjoy spending time with little kids. Please contact me Carissa O’Donnell  303-578-2323 or 
obevy@aol.com.

TEEN FOR HIRE

Experienced and responsible 17 year old available to pet sit and babysit.  To reach Mallory 
Meeks, please text or call (832)363-7933 with any questions.

Dependable and trustworthy 14 year old looking to pet sit and babysit.  CPR and first aid 
training completed.  Please call or text Jacqueline Meeks at (832)600-8014.

A trust worthy sixth grader looking for hire for pet sitting. Anywhere in the Larkspur/ Perry 
park area. To contact Kylie email kateandkylie910@gmail.com or call 720- 877-1998.

Hey! I’m Chance Cotham, I’m 15 years old and a sophomore at castle view high school. I can 
take care of plants, dogs, yard work, and any other thing you’d need! Please contact me @ 
720-775-8345 or chanceycotham17@gmail.com

Hi! I’m Dawson Dwernychuk, I am 17 years old looking to do any job you need. I can provide 
yard work, watch/feed your animals or plants, shovel snow, or anything you need. Contact 
me at 720-288-9607. 

My name is Clayton Saunders I am a hard worker,boy scout, and high school athlete. I will 
work for all jobs and services you would need. Contact me at (720)-369-6941 or clayton.
saunders19@gmail.com
My name is Delaney Liebbe, and I am 17 years old and am available for babysitting or pet 
sitting throughout the Larkspur area. I have had my licence for over a year now, so I can drive 
any place necessary. Please contact me at dgliebbe@gmail.com or 303-681-9091.

New! Super Summer Nanny/Sitter Available For Hire: Need a fun, dependable, affordable nan-
ny to provide care for your kiddo(s) this summer? My name is Teaghan Todd; I am a freshman 
in highschool and I absolutely love kids. I am responsible, CPR/AED certified, and have my 
babysitting certification. I would love to help give your kids a summer they can remember. 
Call or text me at (303) 726 7534 or email me at teartodd@gmail.com

My name is Kylie Cronin and I am 14 years old. I am great with children and animals and will 
always give them 100% of my attention.  If you are looking for an experienced and depend-
able baby sitter,  pet sitter, or someone to do household chores please contact me at kylie.
queen21@ gmail.com or 720-412-1567. I am looking for work in the Perry Park and Larkspur 
area.

My name is London. I am16yrs old , a junior at CVHS and live in the Sageport area. I am avail-
able for pet or baby sitting. Please call 303.250.8125

My name is Trace, I am 18 and a PP res. I am available for jobs that include yard work, pet 
walking / sitting, snow shoveling, fire mitigation and more. Sandy Divan can be contacted 
for reference at 303-681-0132. I also have a 16 y/o brother that can help with big jobs, so call 
me at 720-420-9767 today!

CLASSIFIED ADS 

TUTORING  High school and college composition and literature.  
Retired college professor can probably teach you all you need to know 
in three or four sessions. Post-session feedback, editing by email in-
cluded in fee. $25 hour.  Karen Dale, 303-681-2504.

SERVICES

TUTORING AND LESSONS

RAMPART LANDSCAPE & ARBOR SVC - Fire Mitigation, tree 
pruning/removals, mistletoe management, Susan Rule 303-681-2085.

AFFORDABLE TREE CARE - Bettle spray, mastication, fire miti-
gation, tree removal, noxious weed control. 303-681-2092.

ADVERTISING RATES effective May 2016 
 

PRICING IS FOR “CAMERA READY” ART 
 

  Classified * $ 5 / line (min $10) 
  Business Card (scan only) $40.00 
  Quarter Page (3 1/2”x 5”) $50.00 
  Half Page (7 1/2”x 5”) $62.50 
  Full Page (7 1/2”x 10”) $87.50 
 

Typesetting is available for a nominal charge. 
Ads sizes are Width x Height 

Odd size ads are subject to a 20% charge 
 

VISIT FOR THE LATEST PUBLICATION 
www.perryparksentinel.com 

 
DEADLINES  

 
Display Ads - the 15th of each month with art and  

payment to be received no later than the 20th 

Classified Ads - due the 20th of each month.  

                 Email art  to  ppsentinel@comcast.net  

            Mail payment to  PP Sentinel, PO Box 3784, Parker CO 80134 

 
PAYMENT IS DUE AT TIME OF RESERVATION  

 
Ad requests after the 20th are subject to a 10% charge 

 

Mail payments to 10230 Prairie Meadow Circle #101, Parker, CO 80134

THE PERRY PARK SENTINEL

DEADLINES: All  articles  are  due  the  20th  of  each  
 month.
 
 Display Ads - the 15th of each month with art  
 and payment due by the 20th.
 
 Classified Ads - due the 20th of the month.
 
Editor:  Karen Dale 303-681-2504
  email - sentineleditor10@msn.com 
Advertising/   Diane Jauch 303-663-1867 
Business Mgr.:  email - ppsentinel@comcast.net
Proofreaders:  Michael Stone, Terry Brownfield and 
  John Cochran

The Sentinel invites your letters, comments and ideas for columns. Deadline 
for advertising is the 15th of each month, and editorial copy is the 20th of each 
month. Letters should be limited to 300 words. Because of space limitation 
and legal ramifications, we reserve the right to edit any submitted material and 
cannot assure that submissions will be printed verbatim or unedited.

The Sentinel will correct all errors occuring in the paper. If you find a 
problem with a story - an error of fact, or a point requiring clarification, 
please call a member of the Editorial Staff. The opinions expressed in the 
Sentinel  are not necessarily the opinions of the staff or its advertisers.

The Perry Park Sentinel staff reserves the right to refuse 
any article or advertising submission.

CLASSIFIED AD SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS

Email ads to ppsentinel@comcast.net (you will receive an 
acceptance receipt.) Charges and submission instructions will 
be advised via email after typesetting. 
 
Please include physical billing address. We reserve the right 

to edit or refuse any submitted advertising.

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE IS THE 
20TH OF THE MONTH
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